
 

 

 

 

 J7 SURFBOARDS WINS THE 2009 FCS MANUFACTURER’S CUP IN HUNTINGTON BEACH, CA 

“J7’S Bonus Points are the Deciding Factor in Their Championship Run” 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

HUNTINGTON BEACH, CA – November 14, 2009 – Some of the best surfboard manufacturers in the U.S. 

battled it out in the inaugural FCS Manufacturer’s Cup on Saturday in Huntington Beach as part of the 

Jim Beam Surftag U.S. National Series.  

There were two (2) 45-minute semi final heats and one (1) 45-minute championship finale. Each heat 

consisted of two employees and two team riders. 

Teams included in the inaugural FCS Manufacturer’s Cup were Chemistry, Lost, Surf Prescription, Rusty, 

Timmy Patterson, Sharp Eye, J7, and Fire Wire.  Every heat was filled with intense surfing as each team’s 

scores were within reach of passing.  

Firewire, Chemistry, Lost, and J7 Surfboards all advanced into the championship heat where the 

“winner-take-all” prize purse of $2000 was up for grabs. Firewire and Lost failed to keep up with 

Chemistry and J7 as they had a dog fight finish in the last seconds. With time running thin, J7’s last surfer 

Dennis Rizzo, sprinted in to shore to pick up his team’s four bonus points, which ultimately ripped the 

victory from Chemistry Surfboards by 2 points.  

J7 Surfboards was crowned the FCS Manufacturer’s Cup Champs. “This event was so exciting as it came 

down to the last sprint. The best part about the FCS Manufacturer’s Cup is that we get a chance to 

compete against other surfboard manufacturers!”  - Keoni Cuccia (J7 Surfboards) 

 “We have been running a series for a few years in Australia with great success.  This is the inaugural 

year in the US and we started small with eight teams local to Southern California. Next year we plan to 

add regional qualifying events and include a lot more teams. We think it's a great way to spotlight the 



sometimes forgotten heroes of the surf industry. To say thanks to the people that keep this sport of 

surfing thriving with new ideas and new products. They work in a world of dust, noise and fumes to 

produce the craft that we all crave. Board builders are the heart & soul of the industry. It's great for 

everyone to get together and compare notes on design and performance and compete for fun, cash and 

bragging rights. It also gives the manufacturers the chance to compete alongside their work colleagues 

and team riders. It's really great to see everybody out there having fun and remembering why they got 

into the surf industry in the first place." - FCS‘s Tyler Callaway 

 

FCS MANUFACTURER’S CUP CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS: 

1
st

 PLACE – J7 

Total Points72.4- Keoni Cuccia 22pts; Killian Garland 19.5 pts; Tarik Khashoggi 10pts; Dennis Rizzo 

16.9pts. 

2
nd

 PLACE – Chemistry 

Total Points 70.4 – Chris Abad 15.1pts, Kyle Knox 16.1; Jason Bennett 21.5pts; Willie Smith 15.7pts. 

3
rd

 PLACE – Firewire 

Total Points 61.8 – Nick Rozsa 12pts; Noah Erickson 14.3pts; Mark Price 12pts; Chuy Reyna 20.5pts. 

4
th

 PLACE – Lost 

Total Points 58.4 – Ryan Simmons 13.6 pts; Jason Miller 20.3 pts; Brandon Ragenovich 17.1pts; Trevor 

Traut 7.8pts. 

 

Please visit www.surfline.com/jimbeamsurftag or www.Jimbeamsurftag.com for all the latest updates 

and news. 

The 2009 Jim Beam Surftag U.S. Series produced by IMG and is proudly supported by FCS, Reef and 

Surfline 
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About IMG Sports & Entertainment 

Operating in 30 countries, IMG Sports & Entertainment’s diverse businesses include: product and brand 

licensing; consulting services; event ownership and management; collegiate marketing, media and 

licensing; fashion events and models representation; golf course design; and client representation in 

golf, tennis, broadcasting, speakers, European football, rugby, cricket, motor sports, coaching, Olympic 

and action sports.  IMG Academies are the world's largest, multi-sport training and educational facilities, 

delivering world-class training experiences to more than 12,000 junior, collegiate, adult, and 

professional athletes each year.  More information is available at www.imgworld.com. 

About Jim Beam 

Inspiring conversations around the world, Beam Global Spirits & Wine, Inc., is building brands people 

want to talk about. Consumers from all corners of the globe call for our brands, including Jim Beam® 

Bourbon, Sauza® Tequila, Canadian Club® Whisky, Courvoisier® Cognac, Maker's Mark® Bourbon, 

Laphroaig® Scotch Whisky, Larios® Gin, Whisky DYC®, Teacher's® Scotch Whisky, DeKuyper® Cordials and 

Liqueurs, Knob Creek® Bourbon and Starbucks™ Liqueurs. Beam Global Spirits & Wine is part of Fortune 

Brands, Inc. (NYSE:FO), a leading consumer brands company with annual sales exceeding $8 billion. For 

more information on Beam Global Spirits & Wine, its brands, and its commitment to social 

responsibility, please visit www.beamglobal.com and www.drinksmart.com. 

About Global Surftag 

The Jim Beam Surftag is Australia's premier team surfing series with World Tour surfers Mick Fanning 

(Kirra), Joel Parkinson (Snapper Rocks) and Taj Burrow (Yallingup) representing their local boardriding 

clubs. The Jim Beam Surftag provides a national competition for boardriding clubs to compete against 

each other and to determine Australia’s No.1 club. The Jim Beam Surftag is run under the popular tag 

team format with each club represented by five surfers. In relay style each surfer catches three waves 

and then returns to the beach to tag their team’s next surfer. www.globalsurftag.com 

 

Contact: 

IMG 

Chris Conrad 

(424) 653-1900 

Chris.conrad@imgworld.com 

 

Jim Beam 

Paige Guzman 

(847) 691-9183 

Paige.Guzman@BeamGlobal.com 

 

Global Surftag 

Steve Harrison 

steve@globalsurftag.com 


